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ecently, Redeemer’s 
art department, _ staff 


and_ fellow supporters 

welcomed James 
Patterson to the His 
newest series, The Eternal Gospel 
To Proclaim: paintings from the 
Revised Common Lectionary Cycle 


B, proved to be an engaging and 


school. 


colorful narrative, documenting the 
life of Christ. 

The passage of time was a 
significant theme for the Canadian 
born 
less presenting us with his own 
Patterson 


artist, who was more or 


visual calendar. was 
commissioned by the Evangelical 
Cuthéran Church to illustrate the 
Revised Common Lectionary, a 


series of old and new testament 
readings for every Sunday of the 
liturgical year 
aims to tell the epic story of salvation 


and it does 


Patterson’s series 


exactly this, with 


originality and flair. While there is 


a simple, organic quality to each of 
his pictures, it is clear that these are 
more than Sunday school drawings. 
Collectively, Patterson’s small but 
bold illustrations 
sophisticated, 
understanding of something both 
absurd: the 
of Jesus Christ, entering without 


demonstrate a 
three dimensional 


wonderful and idea 
reservation into the fragility of the 


human condition, while remaining 
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A Portrait of Christ 


completely perfect. 
This is where the artist's work 


becomes more than a_ visual 
representation of the Gospel. 
After surveying the series, one 


begins to see a shifting, and often 
quirky portrait of Jesus Christ. As 
a result, the reality of His earthly 
stint becomes something new and 
intriguing all over again. It becomes 


Patterson’s small but bold 
illustrations demonstrate 
a sophisticated, 
three dimensional 
understanding of 
something both wonderful 
and absurd: the idea of 
Jesus Christ, entering 
without reservation into 
the fragility of the human 
condition 


accessible, relatable, and fresh. The 
illustrated verses move playfully 
from frame to frame and refuse to 
present Christ as “the misty eyed 
Caucasian man” so many of us are 
used to seeing on Church banners 
stained windows. 


and glass 


J, BURNS 


drawings do not 
hesitate to depict Christ a a frail, 
unattractive member Of society, 
which, by all biblical ac@@unts, he 
was. Jesus of Nazarcth Was never 
described as physically Beautiful, 
and Patterson's vivid ealendar 
makes not attempt to gloss Over this. 
We know that Christ patticipated 
in the ugliest part of the human 
condition, and this artist§ version 
of the Revised Common Uéetionary 
serves as an interesting réminder of 
the intimate relationship that He 
had and still has with mankind. \ 

Patterson's pictures Of Christ 
looking “grim and stoic’ hang along 
side pictures that also shoW Him as 
“one of us, balding in a baseball 
hat.” Christ assumes « wide variety 
of identities;he aeppealhy sar Inuit, 
a business man, a westéfn icon, an 
athlete and more. At the beginning 
of the show, Patterson stated that 
he hopes his work will allow 
Christians to bring Jesus into the 
context of their own lives. Letting 
him live in the realm of pop art, folk 
art and other stylisti¢ realms was 
an excellent way to do this. Placing 
him in modern scenarios, wearing 
ordinary clothes lets us grapple 
with the greatest taboo of all time, 
the infinite becoming finite and 
the Creator of the world becoming 
human. 


Patterson’s 


THE CROWN ONLINE 


THE CROWN ONLINE is launching officially on Thursday, October 11. Our 
new site is easier to navigate, more user-friendly, and will feature special 
web-only features. Make sure to stop by! www.crown.redeemer.ca 


In God’s Hands 
for 25 Years 


JANINE SIEMENS 

SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

0 someone who walks 

the hallways in 2007, 

Redeemer University 

College seems to be a 
well-established institution that 
provides for the needs of 875 
students. A place develops over 
time however -through ideas, 
plans, blueprints, ete.— and 
Redeemer University College 
is no exception. On the 29" of 
September, 2007, hundreds of 
people gathered to celebrate the 
development of Redeemer. 

Dr. James Payton and Mrs. 
Sylvia DeBruyne Taekema meshed 
the history with the present by 
reminding the audience of the 
many milestones that have taken 
place. The fact that Redeemer 
can be recognized as a Christian 
University offering both liberal 
arts and science degrees and a 
Bachelor of Education is owed 
entirely to God’s faithfulness which 
has been present throughout the 
various difficulties that Redeemer 
has faced and continues to face. 
Various financial problems, an 
ongoing capital debt—“through 
all of this the Lord has helped 
us.” We also praise God for His 
faithfulness; shown through the 
fact that Redeemer is an institution 
filled with diversity. Forty percent 
of Redeemer’s population is from 
non-Canadian backgrounds and 
there are at least forty different 
religious backgrounds. Through 
all of this “we hold firm to our 
worldview” -that everything 
belongs to God. Mrs. DeBruyne 
Taekema reminded the audience 
that Redeemer has flourished 


Bean Is Back...Again 


because of its hard work and 
faithfulness. Also, throughout 
Redeemer’s history the students 
have always pushed for a say in 
the various events that have taken 
place, and because of their efforts, 
students have greatly influenced 
the school. 

Redeemer UC is a place where 
earning is for service and where 
faith and education guide people’s 
lives. On Saturday Redeemer 
UC celebrated twenty five years 
of service. Like Mrs. DeBruyne 
Taekema reminded us, however, 
it is sometimes easy to forget 
to whom Redeemer owes its 
existence. We ask questions like 
“are we where we want to be” 
when our question should be “are 
we where God wants us to be?” We 
have to look at what God has done 
and aspire to see God at work, 
not us. Mrs. DeBruyne Taekema 
also stated that we should not be 
afraid to follow, seeking first the 
Kingdom of God. 

Dr. Payton referenced Kuyper: 
we must discover all things in God. 
Dr. Payton and Mrs. DeBruyne 
Taekema also reflected on the 
world’s developments. We need to 
know about the world in order to 
interact/respond to it, they argued. 
From typewriters to laptops and 
ipods —we cannot stand still. We 
must keep in mind that we have 
to cling to the Lord in all that 


we do and we must boldly go 
into the future while keeping the 


foundation of the past. Together, 
in our diversity, we can celebrate 


one great gift -God’s faithfulness 
is present at Redeemer University 
College. 
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PRE PEEL 
JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


t's election day here in Ontario 
[eer You did know that, 
didn’t you? I'd like to think 
all of us here at Redeemer have 
taken the time to become well- 
versed with all the issues at hand 
and all the choices on the ballot. 
I'd like to think we've visited each 
party's website, and our choice is 
an informed one. I’d like to think 
we all see this election as ai.other 
wonderful opportunity to exercise 
our freedom of speech, I'd like 
to think this is another terrific 
platform for debate; another call to 
action that’s impossible to ignore. 
Oh yes, I'd like to think that about 
all of us. Even more so, I'd really 
really like to think that about 
myself. 

The reality is most of this just 
happens to fall under the wishful 
thinking category. 

In our day and age, we're all very 
well aware that it’s important to 
vote, and, not only is it important, 
but, as we're constantly reminded 
by our slightly more famous 
celebrity friends, it’s cool. We are 
part of a demographic that knows 
it's no longer hip to be square, 
it's hip to be aware. “Rock the 
vote!” Right? That's right, because 
democracy is like, so hot right now. 
You only need to flip between 
channels to find a batch of bleach- 
blonde starlets wearing snug baby 
tees that say “VOTE”. There is 
more pressure than ever for our 
generation to be the generation 
that cares. The government, and its 
respective branches, do all they can 
to try to rouse us into action. Just 
look at the logo for Ontario’s young 
adult vote campaign — in between 
the letter’s V_TE, is a mouth, mid- 
scream. It’s almost ordering us to 
care, as if to say “VOTE! Or else...” 
Obviously, us young people, with 
our i-pods too-loud and jeans too- 
low need this sort of kick to get us 
motivated. But sometimes it can all 
be a bit too much. Sometimes, we'd 
all like to respond to those abrasive 
orders with “I get it! Now let me 
express my quiet disillusionment 
and general dissatisfaction with the 
government in peace.” 


Why is that? I don’t know about 
you, but elections, catastrophic 
world events, and moments 
of great cultural change do 
occasionally give me a feeling 
of exhilaration and a thirst for 
social action, but more often 
than that they leave me feeling 
overwhelmed, anxious and guilty. 
Again, I hesitate to speak for 
a generation, but the evidence 
suggests this mixture of eagerness 
and shame is a continent-wide 
epidemic. 

We know the world is in sorry 
shape, the “Cause of the Day” 
is ripe for the picking. But how 
do we chose where to direct our 
efforts, and after that choice is 
made, what do we do next? How 
is the lazy, listless college student 
with a knack for Mario Kart 
supposed to contribute? Because 
really, let’s face it, deep down we're 
all just scarred little hobbits on the 
edge of the universe, tugging at 
Gandalf’s cloak saying “what must 
Ido?” 

Over the past few years, our 
response to the pressure to 
choose a “Cause of the Day” has 
manifested itself in many different, 
bizarre ways. Just think back to 
a few summers ago — the most 
dominant accessories adorning the 
wrists of adolescents and young 
adults weren’t designer watches or 
charm bracelets, they were rubber 
wristbands. Sometimes they were 
yellow in support of the cancer 
society. Some were pink, some 
blue, others white, with etched-in 
letters spelling out “Make Poverty 
History”. There was a colour for 
every cause. The more rubber 
bands we were wearing, the more 
socially conscious we appeared to 
be. Eventually, retailers and cheap 
jewelry shops caught wind of this 
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Seeking Change For the 


trend and started embellishing 
these rubber wristbands, adding 
diamonds and replacing “Make 
Poverty History” with cheesy 
sayings like” BFF” or “Live Laugh 
Love”. We were so caught up with 
collecting a band of every colour 
we hardly noticed. So much for 
changing the world. 

Where does that leave us? The 
media continues to pressure us to 
pick a cause, So do we either: A) 
Ignore them, turn anarchist and 
turn off the T.V, or B) Buy into it 
all, buy a wristband and a t-shirt to 
match? If the answer is the latter, 
should we forgive this sort of 
manufa d social consciousness 
because it’s better than twiddling 
our thumbs in silent apathy? That 
hardly seems right. 

Thankfully, there is a third 
option. It may be slightly more 
time-consuming, but it’s three 
times as rewarding. First, figure 
out hat portant to you. What 
rattles your bones and boils your 
blood? What gets you excited? 
What makes you upset? What 


ou need to ask yourself. 


Forget about asking yourself which 
wristband will match your new 
jacket, and don’t wait for Leonardo 
DiCaprio totell you what's 
important. — 

The conclusions that come from 


these questions should serve as 

the foundation for all your world- 
saving efforts, Take them with 

you into all your club meetings, 
committees and class debates. And 
today, take them with you into that 
voting booth. 
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Being Aware: The Bias of our Lives 


Do you really know what your influences are force feeding your brain? 


WEY ‘ oa 
JORDAN DELLEMAN 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


| hes to claim that I am a very 
objective person and always 

see both sides of an argument. | 
can step back from my personal 
feelings and give a sound 
judgement. No person, lesson, or 
experience in my life influences 
what I do or think. I also like to 
claim that I am the world’s greatest 
cook, Neil Armstrong, and a 
terrible liar. 

Before | delve into my 
topic, I will open with a seemingly 
random story. I was talking with 
my small group at my church 
and someone brought up the 
ability to think for ourselves. 
Television was the cause of a lot of 
thoughtlessness, dumbly staring 
our brains into stupidity. Then 
he stated that universities give 
people the ability to think, to 
reason. I laughed out loud, and 
began to argue quite vehemently. 
Universities as a place of thinking! 
People wish! 

Another seemingly 
random story, please bear with 
me. I enjoy compliments and like 
to remember them, especially the 
ones that touch me. My buddy 
once said to me, “Jordan, you aren't 
like everyone else because you 
think.” He continued in saying: 
“think about the average person, 
it doesn’t take much to be smarter 


than that.” This is quite true, as 
university students we believe we 
are getting a higher education, 

to learn how to think. I am here 
to both refute that notion, and 
compliment Redeemer. 

There are two very 
different things that can fill one’s 
mind. One is memories and the 
other is thoughts. Memories are 
your life and book smarts. That 
is what, sadly, most universities 
teach. Thoughts on the other 
hand are much harder to teach. 

I often fear that most people’s 
thoughts do not transcend their 
experiences or emotions. Think 
about the common conversation, 
talking about how you are doing, 
how your day went, about some 
television show, or some such other 
thing. And in breaking this mould 
I believe is where Redeemer excels. 

See, I love this place’s 
education system for one main 
reason, It is blatant about its bias. 
Redeemer has no big secrets; it is a 
Christian school and believes that a 
person’s beliefs should shape every 
aspect of their lives. There is no’ 
subliminal message and no secret 
agenda. This is what Redeemer 
has that no secular school has. 
They believe they are above such 
things as beliefs and bias; that they 
give the truth about every subject. 
Yet by claiming to be objective, 
they are proving themselves 
wrong. Every professor has a life 


that influences his work and a set 
of beliefs that set his mind astray 
from truly pure knowledge. This is 
true at Redeemer too, but we have 
a benefit none other do. 

For the doubting Thomas’ 
in our group, think about this. 
There are many people with 
Ph.D’s that have written “shadow 
dissertations.” These dissertations 
are what these people really 
wanted to write, but were advised 
would not be accepted. These 
students wrote a lie in order to 
be accepted into the mainstream 
scholars club, Does that not scare 
you? “Pardon, you have that 
opinion? Sorry, you cannot write 
that.” This makes me happy that 
so many people believe in science. 

Our professors are to 
be examples of Christ and teach 
from that perspective. And it is 
a marvellous thing really. But 
here is the best part, not only do 
they attempt to be as Christ, they 
say to be aware that they are! To 
reiterate, our professors loudly 
proclaim that they are looking 
through a lens and challenge their 
students to understand their own 
lens. And I hope that you take it to 
heart. 

If that is not enough, 
Redeemer takes it to the next 
level in understanding another's 
lens. I have personally come 
across this in books, but most 
media can be used as an example. 


We have classes dedicated to 
understanding why this author 
says this, or believes this, and 
how it influences their work. For 
example, the ever controversial 
larry Potter, understanding how 
the book influences its reader and 
what it endorses. This is where the 
thinking story comes in. 

As I previously stated, 
most thinking is skin deep. We 
talk of emotions and experiences, 
but never get past that. Even 
scholars with their heavy duty 
debates barely scratch the surface 
of thought, merely pounding out 
facts and figures in order to appear 
correct. Politicians are extremely 
guilty of this, most cannot think 
past how great/terrible the last four 
years of budget was, and much 
better they can (continue to) do 
this coming term. These constant 
arguments are tiresome and my 
mind cannot handle more than 
a minute of them. So here is my 
utopia. 

Imagine people thought 
deeply, thought about why their 
politicians said what they did, why 
their bosses want a task done a 
certain way, why the newest Jesus 
Committee decreed that some part 
of the Bible could not be true, why 
scientist believe we are merely 
animals, why a tired looking man 
will not look you in the eye, and 
why a young girl sits alone in 
the grass. Surface thinking says 


they want votes, they are power 
freaks, they have pondered and 
figured out, they are dived through 
medical records and history, he is 
unfriendly, and she is ugly and has 
no friends. 

So this is my challenge to 
you all, think deeper about what 
you experience. Talk about things 
deeper than you normally would. 
When a movie finishes, think 
about what it was truly saying. 
When a person passes you, try to 
be empathetic. And when your 
professor gives a fact, make sure 
that it is a fact. Never feel afraid 
to question, and to make sure you 
truly understand what is going on. 

On the flipside, also look 
at what is not being said. The 
silences and skipped topics are 
more indicative than anything 
verbal. Look at both sides, and if 
one is missing, seek it out. God 
did not give us these minds to 
be stupid and frivolous. In fact, 

I believe that most of the heroes 
of the Bible were very aware of 
what was going on around them. 
Think of the story of the offering 
chest at the temple. Jesus did 

not ridicule the woman’s copper 
piece donation; he looked deeper 
and saw that she was giving more 
than any other would. This is my 
challenge, both for me and you. 


ARERR OE PURE SE NE BAT TR AE eS 


While most of you know 
by now who you’re voting 
‘| for today, make sure 
you know where you 
stand on the Electoral 
Reform Referendum! 
Along with voting for a 
party representative, 
you will also be asked 
to choose between two 
electoral systems. Brush 
up on your knowledge ~ 
of each system with this 
quick summary from 
www. yourbigdecision.ca: 


What is 
First-Past-the-Post? 


Ontario is divided into 107 
electoral districts. In each 
district each voter gets 
one vote to choose which 
candidate they feel should win 
a seat in the provincial 
legislature. One vote. One 
ballot. 

In an election using the First- 
Past-the-Post system, the 
candidate with the most 
votes wins and will be the 
representative for the electoral 
district in the 


provincial legislature. 
Arter tne election, the 


political party that wins the 
most electoral districts is 
normally asked to form a 
government. 


focally, “List Members’ 


How does 
Mixed Member 
Proportional work? 


If this system is accepted, 
Ontarians will have two votes 
in future elections: one 
for a ‘Local Member’ and one 
for a political party. 

The provincial legislature 
would have 129 seats: Local 
Members’ would fill 90 seats 
while ‘List Members’ would fill 
39 seats. 

The political party with the 
largest number of seats in the 
legislature, including 

‘Local Members’ and ‘List 
Members’, is asked to form a 
government, 

In each electoral district, one 
vote would be used to elect a 
‘Local Member’ using a 
First-Past-the-Post system. The 
candidate with the most votes 
in an electoral 
district wins. 

The other vote would be for 
a political party. Votes for 
parties will be used to 
determine the number of ‘List 
Members’ each party gets. This 
is the proportional 
representation part. 

If a political party is entitled 
to more seats than it won 


are elected to make up the 
difference. ‘List Members’ can 
only be elected from a 
political party that received 
more than 3% of these votes. 
In the end, a political party's 
overall share of seats will 
roughly equal its share of the 
total votes for parties in the 
province, 
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Local Conservative Candidate Speaks 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


hen local Conservative MP 

candidate Chris Corrigan 
came to Redeemer accompanied 
by current MP David Sweet to 
have his say, I'll admit | wasn’t 
immediately feeling the love. Then 
the pizza came out and everything 
changed. 


I’m not sure if it was the pizza 
itself or Corrigan’s switch toa 
healthy balancing structure, but 
one thing was clear: Corrigan’s 
choice of pizza for the evening was 
far from coincidental. Every layer 
of this man’s campaign reflected 
the pizza that he had personally 
delivered for the evening. If you'll 
indulge my simile here, allow me 
to explain. 


To kick things off, Corrigan 
delivered a smooth, teolspeech 
regarding Redeemer and our 
recreation centre. This was the 
dipping sauce: for once he dipped 
in, things became livelier than 
ever and he dished it out almost 
as fast as we could chew, He gave 
us our vegetarian — the necessity 
of his role in the community; our 
meat lover — the positive results 
he hopes to achieve; Our Hawaiian 
— the sweet fruition of those results; 
and our New Yorker =the bad 
apples in every bushel. 


Yet, despite the fact that Corrigan 
is aware of the jungle that awaits 
him out there, he is far from 
discouraged. In likeness to the red 
hot peppers oozing off that melted 
cheese, Corrigan made several 
spicily shrewd uplifting remarks 
about the Canadian economy and 
our rise above the U.S. dollar. All 
in good taste, of course—and the 
spicier the tastier. 


Corrigan also gave a sweet, 
pineapple juicy commitment to 
“stable, long-term funding for 
universities.” Corrigan is aware 
of Redeemer’s non-public status, 


, 


MP Chris Corrigan 


and could not promise financial 
aid based on this fact; however, he 
gave his word to see what could be 
done. 


A healthy dose of jokes from 
Corrigan in likeness to the rich 
cheese to be savoured from the 
crust kept the evening alive, and 
the slick, greased-over political 
front became him. Following a 
tastefully saucy Q&A session, 
Sweet concluded with the sweet 
dessert: an imploration to finish 
off the remaining pizzas. Of which 
there were about 20. 


The Christian Call: Helping the Voiceless 


JEFF EXNER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


t has been said that you can 
learn a lot about a society by 
studying how that society treats 
it’s poor. The challenge then, is 
this: survey the current provincial 
political landscape for the “hot- 
button” issues being raised by 
the political parties of Ontario; 
you'll find such topics as the 
healthcare system, education (of 
which Redeemer students should 
be particularly interested in), and 
of course the environment. One 
of the underlying messages in Mr. 
Greg deGroot-Magetti’s “Vote Out 
Poverty” presentation on Friday, 
September 28" was that issues 
focusing concern on vulnerable 
peoples, or more aptly, the 
impoverished are quite frankly not 
on the agenda of Ontario's political 
parties. What then does this say 
about the society in which we live? 
lhe hour-long presentation 
was not focused solely on Mr 
deGroot Magetti, but included 
presentations from S0¢ iology and 
social work students outlining 
more specifically the topics that 
fall under the umbrella-term: 
Poverty. Students gave factual, 
oftentimes moving stories and 
date regarding hunger, Ontario 
Works (Welfare), and the Ontario 
Disability Support pré grams to 
name but a few that were detailed, 
lhe students presented near- 
exhaustive statistical data that wag 


still by no-means comprehensive 
during their 5 to 10 minute 
presentations that could have 
likely extended in length had every 
single statistical resource have 
been tapped and then provided 
their recommendations for 
what the Federal and Provincial 
governments should enact. 

The general consensus 
of the recommendations was 
that minimum wage should be 
increased, more housing that 
is affordable should be funded 
by the provincial government, 
there should be a decrease in the 
cost of living, and the structure 
which supports those living on, 
or below the poverty line should 
be renewed with greater concern 
and thoughtfulness. These 
recommendations not only made 
sense but were at least in effect 
feasible as presented, Mr. deGroot- 
Magetti, as part of the Council of 
Welfare Reports also laid Four 
Cornerstones to reducing poverty 
in Canada. The first was to create 
a clear goal with clear targets and 
achievable timelines, the second 
was an action plan with attainable 
budget commitments, the third 
was an accountability structure for 
ensuring results, and the fourth 
was determining agreed-upon 
indicators for what poverty is and 
what it looks like. Again, all were 
feasible and all made rational 
sense, 

To be critically fair these 
were not wholly original guidelines 


laid out by this council alone, but 
simply the positive aspects of 
programs already putin place by 
countries across the globe where, 
“poverty is higher on the agenda 
than it is in our country,” Countries 
like the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and the European Union have 
all made considerable Steps to 
reducing poverty, information 
which can be easily obtained 
through the National Council 
of Welfare Reports Winter 2007 
issue. Even in Canadian provinces 
like Quebec and Newfoundland 
several programs have been 
employed to reduce poverty, a 
fact which should at least raise the 
competitive spirit of Ontarians, 
if not illustrating 4 Succinet point 
of lacking in our current political 
climate. One glaring fact raised 
in one presentation Was the fact 
that the Federal government 
proposed $ 300 million in funding, 
for affordable housing to all the 
provinces so long as they met 
certain conditions, 4 proposal the 
province of Ontario refused. 

The entire presentation 
brought the question to light 
the if in just a small gathering of 
individuals a general agreement 
could be made about such an 
important issue, Why is it such a 
reduced topic on the Provincial 
political stage, does this mean 
the democracy o! the Ontario 
Government doesn't Work, or 
worse still, is it all just an illusion? 
Must we accept the poor to be with 


us always if our own government 
ignores them in favor of more 
popular ideas? A suitable answer 
to such questions could be found in 
a response given by Mr. deGroot- 
Magetti to a student who asked, 
“What are some healthy ways to 
put pressure on the Government?” 
The response was so simple it 
could have made anyone smack 
their forehead and exclaim 

“Why didn’t I think of that?” He 
mentioned first the National ‘Make 
Poverty History’ movement, a 

sort of petition to political parties, 
suggested attending candidate 
debate meetings and asking these 
questions; but most appropriately 
he responded by saying that 
members of parliament are people 
too, and they wish to hear from the 
very people they represent. This is 
to say that the representatives from 
whichever riding you hail from are 


not only happy to hear about the 
concerns of their constituents; it is 
in fact what they’re employed to 
do. Part of living in a democratic 
nation is understanding that in fact 
we, the people rule, it is our apathy 
that determines what allows a 
particular party elected based on 
promises they might not keep. The 
overall message of the presentation 
wasn't just about pointing poverty 
out as a problem, but acting more 
as a swift kick in the butt toa 
community of the faithful called 

to defend the poor, vulnerable and 
marginalized in hopes we might 
recognize the upcoming election 

as a chance not to push forth a 
Christian agenda, but to actually 
use our muscle in they way we're 
all called to do; by standing up for 
those without a voice. 


E. MACALPINE 


lach year, the 

university 8 

Retention 
Committee takes the 
pulse of the students 
and reviews satisfaction 
surveys administered by 
both the university and 
external organizations. 


During the spring of 
2007, the Retention 
Committee met with 
representatives of Student 
Senate to review student 
feedback. From the 
comments, it is clear that 
many, many students are 
very pleased and satisfied 
with the education they 
receive at Redeemer 

and the services the 
university provides. 
However, the committee 
has identified some areas 
where students have 
raised concerns, and the 
Retention Committee 

has brought these to 

the attention of the 
President and the senior 
administration. The 
President and his team 
have reviewed all the 
identified concerns and 
the following reflects the 
ongoing work with the 
“Top Ten Concerns” and 
the processes that are in 
place to address them. 


1. Core Requirements 

Although recent changes to 
the core curriculum have been 
well received by _ students, 
some students indicate that the 
changes are more “tweaks” 
to the curriculum rather than 
substantive changes. Some feel 
that more could have been done 
to address student concerns with 
the core. 

Response: Dr. Jacob Ellens, 
Redeémer’s Academic  Vice- 
President, acknowledges that it 
will take some time for students 
to see the real impact of the new 
core. Dr. Ellens acknowledges 
that students appear to appreciate 
the core more in their fourth year 
and after they graduate from 
Redeemer. However, especially 
to incoming students, there is a 
need to promote the new core 
well and to convince them of the 
importance of the core to their 
overall education at Redeemer. 
One important step has been 
the development of a new 
viewbook that has been prepared 
for recruitment purposes; it 
emphasizes the strengths and 
benefits of the university’s 
academic programs, including 
the core. The faculty will also 
work to ensure that the cohesive 


CAMP 


nature of the university’s core 
is communicated within and 
amongst courses and classes, 


2. Attendance Policies 
Some students indicate that 
taking attendance in university 


classes iS unnecessary and 
highlights the — university’s 
treatment of its students as 


children and not as adults. 

Response: Dr. Ellens is taking 
this issue to the Academic Affairs 
Committee for discussion and 
review. 


3. Faculty Advising 
While many students are 
satisfied with the faculty 
advising program currently in 
place, students who struggle 
academically could be better 
served. 

Response: A more integrated 
academic advising program is 
being developed so that both the 
Registrar’s Office and faculty 
advisors can best meet the needs 
of students — especially those 
whose incoming grades are 
lower and those whose university 
grades are below average. 


4. Information Services 
Students expect a consistent 
and reliable 24/7 internet service. 
Ability to access moodle during 
the day and evening, as well as 
on weekends is critical. 
Response: The IT Review which 
took place during the summer 
stated that the “IT Departments 
is doing a commendable job 
of providing the necessary 
technology services to the RUC 
community”. A recommendation 
for an improvement to the 
infrastructure in the residences 
has been implemented allowing 
the IT Department to quickly 


isolate computers creating 
issues in terms of Internet 
access. A Help Desk, both 


physical and software, has also 
been implemented to provide 
better service and tracking of 
calls. Moodle has been placed 
on a brand new server so the 
downtime problems experienced 
in the winter term due to 
equipment failure should not 
occur. 


<P Communication 
between Students and 
Administration 

Many students feel that the 
university’s administration 
could keep students _ better 
informed about major issues of 
direct importance to students 
(e.g., food services, internet, 
security, residences,  etc.). 
Students indicate a desire to be 
consulted before decisions are 
made that impact their day-to- 
day life. Furthermore, students 
desire more participation in the 
university committee structure. 

Responses: (The following 
reflect some of the identified 
areas that will be immediately 
incorporated, Every attempt 


ay 


will be made to communicate 
on a more pro-active basis with 
students,): 

The Director of Food Services 
and the Chef will circulate 
through the dining hall during 


comm meal to solicit 
opinions from students. A 
student committee will be formed 
to solicit feedback and input on a 


variety of food services issues. 

Information Services will be 
part of RA/HA training week so 
that discussions in the following 
areas can take place: (i) how 
best to eliminate confusion with 
respect to IT services, (ii) how 
students can help to keep the 
internet reliable and stable, and 
(iii) what processes should be 
followed in the event that the 
internet does go down. 

The university’s Residence 
Council is mandated to meet 
once per term to address general 
residential housing issues. 

All students serving on 
university committees should 
feel their presence and input are 
valued. Students who belong 
to committees are strongly 
encouraged to speak up and 
keep Student Senate informed of 
the work their committees have 


undertaken, 
reid Cooper will meet 


with the Stu nt Senate President 
at the beginning of each 
academic year to set the stage 
for communication between 
administration and Senate. 


6. Commuting Students 
More than half of Redeemer 

students are commuters, and 

these students feel that there is 


insufficient space on campus 
allocated to them. 
Response: The University 


acknowledges that the needs 
of commuting students must 
receive more attention. The 
specific needs of commuting 
students need to be identified and 
addressed. To help with this, 

The Retention Committee, 
working with Student Senate 
and Student Life, wants to 


determine the current needs of 
the commuting students. 


This 


S NEWS 


Top Ten Student Concerns Addressed 
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may involve surveys or holding 
a focus group during 2007/08 
to get an up-to-date assessment 
of the needs of commuting 
students. 

The university’s Facilities 
Planning Committee will try 
to find better lounge space for 
Student Life will establish a 
“buddy system,” which will pair 
interested commuting students 
with an on-campus residence. 
The success of this initiative 
will depend greatly on the 
participation of the students. 


Ve Complaint Procedure 
Students are unclear on where to 
go when they have complaints. 
Response: Although 
information on how to lodge a 
complaint can be found on the 
students’ intranet, the Student 
Handbook, and the Academic 
Calendar, few students seem to 
know that this information exists 
or the processes described daunt 
them. We will consider ways 
to make these processes more 
visible and clear. One way will 
be to establish some Frequently 
Asked Questions about these 
processes on the Students page of 
the new website. Administration 
will work with Student Senate to 
address this area. 


8. Consistency in Discipline 

Students are concerned about 
consistency in dealing with 
discipline situations. 

Response: The Dean of 
Students, working with his 
staff and the RA’s and HA’s 
will apply discipline in a more 
consistent manner with fewer 
allowances for “grey” areas. 
Meetings with student residence 
staff have underlined this desire 
for consistency and _ fewer 
allowances for what may have 
been mitigating circumstances. 


9. Campus Security 
Students are concerned about 
security on campus and _ the 
perception that some security 
staff is more concerned about 


disciplining and questioning 
Students rather than the 
overall security of the campus. 
Moreover, students feel a lack of 
respect by some security staff. 

Response: Beginning in 
September 2007, the university 
has implemented overnight 
security with the hiring of 
additional commissionaires. A 
security trailer will be located 
near the tennis courts to be close 
to the residential portion of the 
campus. The academic building 
will be closed at midnight. 
Special training will address the 
service ethos. 


10. Service Ethos of Staff 

There are repeated concerns 
from students that they feel 
a lack of respect from some 
members of the university staff. 
Students indicate they feel staff 


treat them as an inconvenience. 


Response: The university 
administration is developing 
professional development 


workshops for all staff in the area 
of developing a better service 
culture. In addition, reviews 
of administrative departments 
will be conducted on a regular 
cycle to examine the roles and 
effectiveness of all departments. 
Students will be given the 
opportunity to provide input into 
these reviews. 


Please be assured that the 
Retention Committee very 
much appreciates the time you 
take to complete the various 
surveys in which you are asked 
to participate. Please note as 
well that the President and the 
administration of Redeemer 
University College take the 
results of these surveys very 
seriously and are committed to 
addressing areas where there are 
student concerns. 


J, BURNS 


On September 23, Redeemer held it’s first 
Church in the Box of the year. There was an 
excellent turnout, and we all look forward 
to next month’s service, on October 21, 
with guest speaker Daryl Stogryn, Exec 
Director of Northumberland Youth for Christ 
and the offering with be going to YFC. 
All CITBs fall on the last sunday of the 
month. We hope to see you there! 


October 21 
November 18 
December 9 
January 20 
February 10 
March 16 
April 20 
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Cross-Culture: A Wonderful Opportunity For Service! 


CHRIS KEEFER AND 
PETER FRIESWICK 


day with Cross-Culture 
is like a day on the farm. 
Rising at first light, 
toiling throughout the day — the 
approaching harvest ever foremost 
in your mind =and heading 
home with the setting sun, tired 
perhaps, but satisfied. You pray 
to God regularly — sometimes for 
rain, sometimes for the sun — but 
all the time acknowledging that, 
ultimately, He isin control. 
The image is most apt. First, 
the leaders meeting at 7:45 AM 
to discuss the agenda for the day, 
and to pray. Thei they all pile into 
vehicles for the drive to Hamilton 
Place for more team leader work, 


as the sun makes its slow climb 
into the sky. 

At 9 AM, everyone else shows 
up for registration, and at 10 AM, 
there is a quick devotional and 
worship session — voices joined 
together in praise for the work that 
is yet to come. 

After this, the group breaks into 
small units, each praying even 
as they begin to board the buses 
to their job sites, which include 
various pro-life organizations, 
Mission Services, and Christian 
Horizons. There, the nature of the 
work becomes clear — there are 
floors to be cleaned, a basement 
to clear out, offices to vaccuum 
and organize — all before lunch 
even begins. Then, after lunch, 
there’s the food bank to tend to 


Redeemer Hosts the World 
At the IFES World Conference 


hen exasperated 
students return 
home and the air 
conditioning in 
the main office is finally put to 
good use, many of us would 
just naturally assume the halls 
of Redeemer University College 
remain and eerily clean and quiet 
for duration of those short summer 
months. Surely summer is a time 
of relaxation in the sand and sun, 
so shouldn't students and staff 
alike take up the shovel and sun- 
block? Absolutely not. In fact, one 
needn’t look further back then the 
month of July and two weeks of 
the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Student's conference 
to realize that God’s work is being 
done here all year long. 

The conference, held at Redeemer 
and co-hosted with Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, ran for 
two weeks mid-July. The largest 
conference ever held at Redeemer, 
all hands were on deck, Doreen 
Grenguis and her Campus Services 
staff have been preparing, nearly 
years in advance, for these weeks, 
Redeemer’s facilities were selected 
by members of IFES and Inter- 
Varisty, on account of our serene 
location, and hospitality! Both 
Auxiliary Se: vices and Janitorial 
scheduled employees to cover 
all 24 hours of every day, and 
Food Services hired many more 
part-time students to help feed 
all 750 delegates, volunteers and 
conference orgarzer: The guests 

were housed in Redeemer’s dorms 

and a few Mohawk residence’s 
downtown Hamilton. It was an 
epic event to say the least, and left 
all Redeemer staff with the feeling 
of a job well done. 

Perhaps though, besides the 


relief that came with a smooth 
running conference, all summer 
staff gained a great respect for and 
kinship with these organizations. 
Both the IFES and Inter-Varsity 
built their organizations on a 
passion for spreading the gospel, 
and centre their mission on 
university and college students. As 
Kim Evans, head of Inter-Varsity 
Canada says: “Inter-Varsity [and 
IFES] believes whole heartedly 
that if you change the university 
world, you change the whole 
world. It is the most effective way 
to change the universal pace.” As 
Redeemer heads into its 25" year 
of shaping Christian stewards, we 
must garner our support towards 
organizations like these that allow 
for Christians to act as stewards on 
a global scale. 

The IFES is comprised of 
just fewer than 200 national 
movements. Every four years 
several delegates from each 
movement will gather for a time of 
Spiritual renewal and planning for 
the future. The conference is, as 
Sarah Middleton, IFES employee, 
Says: “a chance to realize the 
shared vision that comes from 
the [150] different country 
movements”. Like Redeemer, the 
IFES is also celebrating a landmark 
year — its 60" Anniversary. In 
addition to the anniversary, 
the IFES has also appointed a 
new general secretary, Vaniel 
Bourdanne, and are looking to 
expand their organization in the 
years to come. 

If you'd like to learn more about 
IFES and Inter-Varsity and their 
upcoming events, visit their 
websites at 
http://www.ifesworld.org/home/ 
and http://www.ivef.ca/ 


— organizing items, cleaning the 
eating areas, peeling, cutting and 
preparing potatoes, apples, beans 
and other foods for the evening 
meal. 

At 4 PM, the group reconvenes in 
Hamilton Place for another round 
of worship and biblical teaching, 
praising and thanking God for 
the opportunities the day had 
presented — indeed, for the harvest 
field in which they worked. 

Finally, around 6 PM, the day 
now done, everyone boards the 
buses and returns home... a little 
tired perhaps... but glad that they 
had this chance to work as unto the 


Lord. 


Interested? Try speaking to 
Esther in Dorm 2 or Mark in Dorm 
3 to see how you can get involved. 


Upcoming Events 


Thursday October 11th - Reverend 
Joel Boot - 

Come listen to his talk entitled 
“Christ Amidst the Charlatans in a 
Pluralistic Age” in the Auditorium. 

Rev. Joel Boot is part of Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries 
and is a well-known speaker. 


Monday, Oct. 15th - Commuter 
Social - 

Come to the Executive Dining 

Room during Activity Period to 

enjoy some fun, food and drinks. 

This is a great opportunity to meet 

fellow commuters and students. 


Monday, Oct. 15th - Prayer Dessert 
At 9:45 PM, Chaplain Syd Hielema 
will be leading a teaching session 
and discussion on prayer in 
the Cafeteria. This is a great 
preparation for 24/7 prayer which 
will be starting a couple days later. 
Free Dessert will be served, 


Wednesday, Oct. 17th to 
Wednesday, Oct. 24 - 24/7 Prayer 


Sign up to take part in a week 
of non-stop prayer on Redeemer 
Campus. The prayer room will be 

in the Common room of Augustine 

hall and you can sign up at various 
events like the Prayer Dessert as 

well as in Student Life. 


Friday, Oct. 19th - Sunday, Oct. 
21st - Sibling Weekend 
Invite your younger sibling to 
experience life at Redeemer. 
They can stay in dorms as well as 
experience some unique activities 
we have planned for them. Sign up 
in Student Life. 


Friday, October 19th - Concert in 
the Caf - 

The Chicago-based band Overhang 
is coming to Redeemer. They will 
be speaking to several classes 
through-out the day and then 
they will be performing a special 
concert in the cafeteria, Admission 
is $2 at the door, 


ARIS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Matth 


RTT 287 TA TE 
JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


ver since Don Mclean took 
HE it upon himself to pin down 

“the day the music died”, we 
have been a culture obsessed with 
mourning musical genres long 
before they've sung out there final 
song. Granted, disco may really 
be dead. But punk didn’t die with 
Joey Ramone, and new rock didn’t 
die with Kurt Kobain. Folk-music, 
though not as popular as it once 
was, still offers up it’s fair share of 
musical fruit as well. Even though 
Elliot Smith and Nick Drake have 
long stopped strumming, the 
music that comes from a simple 
singer-songwriter is as powerful 
and full of potential as ever. Bob 
Dylan’s not in the ground yet, 
so let's abandon this pre-mature 
pessimism and take a moment to 
embrace the wonderfully folksy 
sounds still out there. Hamilton’s 


ew DeZoete Delights Listeners 


Matthew DeZoete proves to us on 
each track of the sweet and serene 
Across the Sea that the demise of 
the singer-songwriter has not yet 
come upon us, and the notion that 
the bigger the band, the better the 
sound, couldn't be further from 
the truth. He single-handedly 
demonstrates with ease, passion 
and a handful of well-played 
chords that this sense of musical 
morbidity is not only unfounded, 
but positively ludicrous. 

Matthew De Zoete has been 
playing music for over fifteen years 
now, whether it be professionally, 
privately, or part of a larger funk 
and fusion band with his college 
friends. Only after university did 
De Zoete take to pursuing music 
as an actual career. As of last 
February, following the drop of 
his first album, he’s been touring 
across Canada and the US in 
venues of all size. The reception 
has been solid, with De Zoete 
gathering a steady following of 


friends and fans. 

This comes as no surprise. 
Across the Sea is full of accessible 
material, ranging from charming 
and whimsical to melancholy and 
contemplative, While De Zoete 
stays away from using overtly 
religious language as a device for 
garnering a certain audience, his 
use of metaphor and archetypes 
create truly layered and poignant 
lyrics. Tracks like “Who Am I To 
Say” and “Letters Sent by Mail” 
are rhythmically driven gems, 
struggling to pin down emotions 
like loss and regret. On “Sparkle 
Eyes” De Zoete is joined by 
friend Angela Rictsma to create 
a tender duet, and “Let's Just Say 
Goodnight” is an equally touching 
description of that painful moment 
before two John Donne-esque 
lover’s must bid each other adieu 
at the light of day. Jovial tunes like 
“Mathtilde” would accompany 
a picture-perfect picnic in Paris, 
and the amplified sounds of 
“Weathervane” prove that De 
Zoete can balance a full palette of 
sounds and instruments. 

On September 20, Matthew De 
Zoete took a collection of tunes 
from Across the Sea as well as a few 
new melodies from his album-in- 
progress to Redeemer’s cafeteria. 
De Zoete performed his fresh 
harmonies with humbleness and 
grace. He casually joked with his 
audience, introducing each song 
with a tongue-in-cheek apology 
and quirky anecdote. Perhaps the 
only disappointing part of the 
evening were the empty seats at 
each table — missed opportunities 
for a memorable evening of music. 

As I mentioned at the beginning 
of my article, if one has an ear for 
melody and a knack for lyric, all 
the synthesizers and all the drum 
machines in all the world aren't 
necessary. However, Matthew 
De Zoete has proven that he has 
mastered the simple medium 
of three chords and the truth to 
tell his stories, soit is with this 
confidence that he has begun to 


explore new musical waters. As 
De Zoete effortlessly moved from 
acoustic to electric guitars to piano 
in his Redeemer performance, it 
comes as no surprise that he has 
made the move to tampering with 
new instruments and sounds in his 
work. For the past few months, De 
Zoete has welcomed the addition 
of an upright bassist on many of 
his tour dates. In the studio, he’s 
also working with this bassist as 
well as a drummer and a piano 
player. It’s a new way to “harness 
the chemistry” and “bounce ideas 
of eachother” says De Zoete. The 
song-writing process still begins 
with a little fiddling on the guitar, 
followed by some nonsensical 
lyrical word-play, and eventually 
finding it’s way into a well-crafted 
melody. We can all only hope that 
all of those well-crafted melodies 
will find there way onto another 


The Five Most Dangerous Things 
You Thought Weren’t Dangerous 


SCOTT FAIRELY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


umanity as a_ whole 
possesses a great deal of 
intelligence, but not a great 
deal of smarts. 
of this is, as pointed out by Jerry 
Seinfeld, is the helmet. Think about 
that for a second. We, collectively, 
have the engineering wizardry to 
design helmets that can sustain a 
direct hit from a fastball, slapshot, 
gunshot, and We lack 
however, the smarts to take a good 
hard look at activities like baseball, 
hockey, cycling, and pistols at dawn 
to rethink why we have to engineer 
space-age polymers to protect our 
heads from such We 
know the dangers of these things. 
No hockey player ever expects to 
never sustain an injury more severe 
than muscle aches the next day. But 
other human activities can be just 
as dangerous. We just don’t think 
of them that way. Here’s five deadly 
activities that fly under the radar: 


A great example 


asphalt. 


activities, 


1. Pole-vaulting - source: mental 
floss magazine 


Yes, there is a magazine called 
Mental Floss, It’s one of my 
favourite blogs. 


AMER ET I NNR IR LE 


According to Mental Floss, pole- 
vaulting is the single deadliest 
American sport. The numbers don’t 
lie, either. Out of 25,000 competitors 
between 1982 and 2002, 32 have 
been seriously injured and 18 have 
been killed. This only amounts to 
0.13% of all competitors over a 20 
year period, but compare this to 
other sports. Assuming, 700 players 
played in the NHL over the last 20 
years (for 14,000 total), over 1800 of 
them would be dead by now if the 
fatality statistics of pole-vaulting 
transferred to the NHL; over two 
seasons with every player dying 
on the ice. Only one player has died 
on or from an injury on the NHL 
since 1918. I'd try to calculate the 
percentage of that, but finding out 
how many players there have been 
since 1918 is incredibly difficult. 
Finding out how many players are 
active this upcoming season was a 
chore in itself. 


2. Kicking things in anger - source: 
wikipedia 


This is another activity that is 
commonplace. Our often 
gets the best of us, and we boot 
anything in range that doesn’t look 
too heavy or sharp, Jack Daniel (of 
Jack Daniel's Whiskey fame) came 
into work early in 1905, attempting 
to open his safe. He forgot the 


anger 


combination, and gave the safe a 


good kick to teach it a lesson. The 
safe however, was evidently not 
as forgiving as it appeared. Daniel 
injured his toe in the scuffle and 
six years later the resulting blood 
infection did him in. Injuries from 
taking one’s anger out on inanimate 
objects are commonplace but, as far 
as I know, Daniel's death is the only 
one directly related. 


3. Gardening - multiple sources 


Gardening is a hobby enjoyed 
by many. Both a cause of frustration 
and joy (depending on how or why 
you do it), it’s easily the oldest past- 
time of humanity, dating back to 
Adam and Eve. Don't let it’s calm 
exterior and laid-back ways fool 
you though. In 1981, British heavy 
metal icons Spinal Tap revealed 
that they lost a band member to 
a gardening accident, as well as 
spontaneous combustion. And Irish 
playwright and socialist thinker 
George Bernard Shaw lost his life 
at the age of 94 while tending to his 
garden. Although the fatality rate 
of gardening is low, it’s still much 
more dangerous than one would 
expect. 


4. Watching A Fish Called Wanda 
- source: IMDb 


A Fish Called Wanda is One of the 
best comedies ever made. It ranked 


in the top quarter of the American 
Film Institute’s 100 Years, 100 
Laughs listing of the 100 greatest 
comedies ever made as of 2000 (the 
movies of the last 7 years I think 
should be added is another article), 
and is a masterful blend of British 
deadpan, Monty  Python-esque 
farce and American slapstick. It’s 
also the deadliest movie ever made. 
Don’t believe me? Google Danish 
audiologist Ole Bentzen. Bentzen 
died in 1989 from watching A Fish 
Called Wanda. In one of the very, 
very, few cases of “fatal hilarity,” 
Bentzen was so overcome by the 
brilliant comedy stylings of Kevin 
Kline, Jamie Lee Curtis, Michael 
Palin, and John Cleese that his heart 
rate ramped from 250 to 500 beats 
per minute and he laughed so hard 
he gave himself a massive heart 
attack. [tis unclear which part of the 
film did him in, but | would humbly 
suggest that the scene where Kevin 
Kline hangs John Cleese out of a 
window by his feet was the culprit. 
AFI ranks it as just the 21st funniest 
comedy, but it is the deadliest 
comedy made to date. 


5. Going outside without a 
coat on in this weather- source: 
whitehouse.gov 


Your mother warned you. Or at 
least mine did. “Don’t go outside 
without a coat on in this weather or 


album next year. 

If you missed Matthew DeZoete 
at his Redeemer show, you hardly 
have to travel across the sea to 
catch him next. He'll be playing on: 
Friday October 19 - The West 
Town (Locke Street). 

Saturday October 20 - The Casbah - 
306 King West at Queen, with The 
Struggle Fish. 

Wednesday October 31 - The 
Casbah, with Trevor Howard. 


Don't forget to visit 
matthewdezoete.com 
or myspace.com/ 
matthewdezoete for more 
information. 


you'll catch pneumonia and die and 
we just can’t afford a funeral with 
the economy being what it is today” 
she’d say, and with good reason. We 
all do it, and sometimes we do catch 
cold. But it’s not an empty threat, 
and it’s definitely not something 
that “can’t happen to me.” William 
Harrison, the ninth president 
of the United States, 
pneumonia during his two-hour 


contracted 


long inauguration address in windy 
Washington, DC. He holds the 
record for shortest presidency, as he 
died within a month of taking the 
oath of office in 1841. He was the 
first president to die while in office, 
later joined by Abraham Lincoln 
(assassination), James Garfield 
(assassination), William McKinley 
(assassination), William Harding 
(stroke), Franklin Roosevelt 
(cerebral hemorrhage) and _ finally 
John F. Kennedy (assassination). 
With this in mind, it 
though “Being President” should 


seems as 


rank higher on this list. In fact, 
the office of President has a 90.7% 
fatality rate and rising, making it 
arguably the deadliest job on the 


planet. 
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Bean Benevolence 
Benevolent Bean’? 
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ANDREW VLASBLOM 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


Where to fly when feeling under- 
saturated, too dry and absolutely 
fried? To chase such feelings 
further, try your local political 
newsline. Everyone _ else, feel 
free to join your favourite British 
bumbletonarianalien at... the 
BEACH! 

Firstly, I think it’s fair to establish 
that Mr. Bean’s Holiday may not be 
the best movie to have come out this 
year. Also, to say it’s the best sequel 

of the year would be unfair—not 
because it’s worse than any of the 
blockbuster sequels released this 
summer; indeed, Bean pulls off 
more genuine spins than Spider- 
man, arguably out-quirks Jack 
Sparrow, and spends enough time 
not in front of a green screen to turn 
Shrek green with envy. 

Mr. Bean's Holiday does not 
outperform these films “sequelly” 


speaking, simply because the film 
works independently of its inferior 
big-screen predecessor, Bean, 
in every way. Gone is the soap 
opera-inducing vibe, the family 
and portrait peril, and much of the 
Western influence, thanks muchly 
to the setting of the film—which 
coincides with both story and title. 
The story’s synopsis is a simple 
one. Essentially, Bean unwittingly 
wins the top prize in a raffle: a 
holiday to be spent in southern 
France, and a free pass to a film 
premiere at Cannes. Almost nobody 
dies in the film. Spoilers end here. 
The film is a family-friendly 
affair, proudly G-rated. Gone is 
much of the character's signature 
inconsideration and __ ruthless 
egotistical nature (although his 
narcissistic side is more apparent 
than ever). However, the absurdly 
clever, devising Bean is back and 
knows how to strut his stuff. One 
of the film’s highlights entails Bean 
eats dita to a 


tunes while attempting to fund a 
lost cause. 

Heartwarming aspects of Mr. 
Bean’s Holiday exist./ The finale 
is triumphantly worthy of this 
statement, and while sitting in the 
theatre with my pro-Bean dorm, 
I couldn't help but feel shivers 
flowing through my spine when 
the entire ensemble gathered on 
the French Riviera to join in singing 
Charles Trenet’s classic, “La Mer.” 

Beanthusiasts may feel the film is 
inferior to the show in some ways; 
and in some way, it is. But the film 
itself is a tribute to Rowan Atkinson’s 
talent in creating a character worthy 
of the big screen—and bringing him 
back from a cursed precursor after 
10 years for a worthy finale. If Mr. 
Bean’s Holiday marks Bean’s last 
appearance, it’s a darned good one. 

Also, the vibrant French culture 
nearly compensated for Teddy’s 
absence. 


“The Kingdom” Comes 


BRANDON JORRITSMA 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


re you aware that in 

Saudi Arabia there are 

compounds owned by 
American oil companies that 
house American employees 
and their families? I did not 
know that until I watched “The 
Kingdom.” Directed by Peter 
Berg (“The Rundown,” “Friday 
Night Lights”) and produced 
by Michael Mann (‘‘Heat,” 
“Collateral”), “The Kingdom” 
follows an F.B.I. investigation 
of a terrorist attack on one of 
these compounds in the capital 
city of Riyadh . As most viewers 
of the movie are probably quite 
unfamiliar with the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, a history lesson on 
Saudi Arabia and its relationship 
with the United States —based 
primarily on the discovery of 
oil in the country by American 
prospectors in 1938— is delivered 
via video clips, voice-over, and 
stylized imagery during the 
film’s opening credits. 

Audience members 
hoping that the entire movie 
is aS mentally stimulating as 
the beginning will likely be 
disappointed. In fact, the film 
has the tendency to subvert 
expectations throughout its 110 
minute run-time, as it repeatedly 
seems to shift between genres. 
After the portrayal of the actual 
attack on the compound, the film 
takes on the characteristics of a 
political film as the FBI. team, 
headed by Ronald Fleury (Jamie 
Foxx), attempts to convince the 
antagonistic Attorney General 


(Danny Huston) to allow them to 
tread on Saudi soil and conduct 
their investigation alongside 
Saudi police. Having heard 
that the film had 20-30 minutes 
cut out after test screenings, | 
assume they were taken from 
this portion. This sequence 
in Washington D.C. seems 
incredibly brief compared to 
the rest of the film —which plays 
out first as a police procedural 
(or perhaps an episode of CSI: 
Riyadh) and then an action 
movie. 

Though it has _ been 
promoted as nothing other than 
a big-budget -and therefore 
mentally unchallenging— 
Hollywood production, “The 
Kingdom” is still disappointing 
for not explaining — the 
complexities of the issue with 
which it deals. The terrorists 
are for the entirety of the film 
nothing more than scary men 
in masks and their motivation 
is never divulged. The audience 
is almost left to assume that the 
terrorists hate Americans simply 
because, as George Bush would 
put it, they hate freedom. Rather 
than delve into macro-political 
issues, the film focuses on the 
investigating team unearthing 
clues and navigating bureaucratic 
red tape. 

The most interesting 
moments of the film are those that 
depict the culture-clash between 
the Americans and Saudis. This 
motif’s main purpose seems to be 
to include a female agent among 
the team, Janet Mayes (Jennifer 
Garner) seems to have flown to 
the Kingdom only so that she 


could be told to wrap herself 


in a blanket during a photo- 
op so as not to offend Muslim 
sensibilities. It is ironic that a 
film that repeatedly critiques 
the marginalization of women in 
Saudi public life presents such a 
one-dimensiona! female lead (in 
fact the only female speaking 
role in the film). On the other 
hand, all of the leads are rather 
shallow. The surprise among the 
cast, however, is the performance 
of Ashraf Barhom as Colonel 
Faris Al-Ghazi, the police officer 
who is assigned to escort the 
F.B.I, team around the city. His 
subtle, economical performance 
is a pleasure to digest, and it 
is this reviewer’s hope that he 
will not fall victim to the ethnic 
stereotyping that is so common 
in Hollywood productions. 
While “The Kingdom” 
fails to intellectually engage the 
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Top of the Week 


Top Movies on iTunes 


1. Wild Hogs - Walt Becker 


2. The Princess Bride - Rob Reiner 


3. Unbreakable - M. Night Shyamalan 
4. Zoolander - Ben Stiller 


5. The Italian Job (200... - 


F. Gary Gray 


6. Get Rich or Die Trying - Jim Sheridan 


7. High School Musical - Kenny Ortega 


8. Aeon Flux - Karyn Kusama 


Top Music on iTunes 


1. Gimme More - Britney Spears 


2. Crank That - Soulja Boy Tell ‘Em 


3. Bubbly - Colbie Caillat 


4. The Way | Am - Ingrid Michaelson 


5. Rockstar - Nickelback 


6. No One - Alicia Keys 


7. 1234 - Feist 


8. How Far We’ve Come - MatchboxTwenty 


audience, the visceral experience 
it offers is very satisfying. The 
bright, high-contrast imagery 
combined with ubiquitous 
close-ups and rhythmic editing 
should hold the attention of 
any one of our generation who 
suffers from a short attention 
span, The single extended action 
sequence is a marvel and holds 
the entire audience rapt in its 
relentless escalation and visual 
and aural richness. However, it 
is recommended that you not 
sit too close to the screen as 
the cinematographer seems to 
have tried to emulate the shaky 
camera style of the “Bourne 
Supremacy.” “The Kingdom’s” 
camera work is not as abhorrent 
as that of “Bourne Supremacy,” 
but it can still induce a queasy 
feeling in the stomach. Also, 
in a time when theatre owners 
are so worried about dropping 
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attendance, “The Kingdom” and 
other movies that would be more 
tolerable on a T.V. screen aren’t 
helping their business. 

The decision to produce 
“The Kingdom” as a relatively 
shallow police investigation 
story (albeit in a foreign land) 
is almost redeemed by moments 
of cultural analysis, sequences 
of rich style and, possibly, the 
final minute which will sober 
those who have gone giddy over 
the triumph of the Americans’ 
victory over terrorist demons. 
While it can be recommended 
for anyone seeking a dizzying 
sensory experience and gentle 
introduction into the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, those looking for 
insight into the geopolitical and 
economic issues concerning the 
Middle East would be better off 
renting “Syriana” or, possibly, 
reading a book. 


General Senator 


Name: Matt VanHuizen 

Hometown: Trenton, Ontario 

Year: 3rd 

Major/Minor: Business and History 
Future Plans: Work for himself, go 
into real estate. 

Characteristics or traits that will be 
a positive asset to Senate: 
Easygoing, works well with other 
people, gets work done. 

Any projects in mind or issues that 
should be discussed in Senate: Be 
sure to get to know the heads of the 
clubs and work with the finance 
committee. 

If you had the choice between 
swimming in a pool of mashed 
potatoes, 

pudding, noodles, or jello, which 
would you prefer?: “Jello because 

| love eating jello. Like swimming 
and eating at the same time.” 


NEWLY ELECIED SENATORS 


COMPILED BY KATIE SENIOR 


First Year Senator 


Name: Jody Van Dorp 

Hometown: Wiarton, Ontario 
Major/ Minor: Double Major in 
Environmental Science and Political 
Science 

Future Plans: Environmental 
Awareness 

Characteristics or traits: Easygoing, 
‘fun lovin’. 

Projects or Issues: “GREEN!” 

If you had a choice...: “Noodles... 
unless [the jello] was chopped up, 


jello, 


‘cause that would be cool.” 


First Year Senator 


Name: Rachel DeVries 

Hometown: Trenton, Ontario 
Major/ Minor: History and Art 
Future Plans: High School Teacher 
Characteristics or Traits: 
Enthusiastic, organized. 

Projects or Issues: This year will be 
more about serving and being there 
for Senate. There are always issues 
like the bus system. It would be 
good to make a better community 
for students on campus and off. 

If you had a choice...: “Noodles...it 
reminds me of the movie Patch 
Adams 

where the old lady went swimming 
in the noodles. | thought that was 
funny.” 


IHE CROW! 


First Year Senator 


Name: Ben Bouwman 

Hometown: Puslinch, Ontario 
Major/Minor: Youth Ministry and 
considering a Double Major with 
Philosophy 

Future Plans: Youth Pastor/Senior 

Pastor 

Characteristics or traits: 

Enthusiastic, focus on God. “All of 

life is 

God....There is no separation.” 

Projects or Issues: Getting to 

know everyone and helping out the 

general 

Senators. Also the bus fee for 

commuter students. 

If you had a cchoice...: “Either the 

jello or mashed potatoes. If my 

mom 

made the mashed potatoes, | would 

do that.” 


Three Committees, Three Ways to Serve You Better 


What’s Your Beef? 


This is not just another 
committee, it is the Student Affairs 
Committee. It directly affects you. 

It is Student Senate’s 
responsibility to represent your 
interests and concerns to the 
Administration and Faculty and that 
is where this committee plays its 
role. Our purpose is to collect your 
concerns and interests and then 
deal with these issues. Because the 
committee is made up of students 
from different areas of the student 
body we are able to get varying 
opinions, which allows us to be 
informed in our problem solving so 
that our decisions are beneficial to 
you. 

We are here to hear you, so 


please use us. If you have ANYTHING 


that concerns you or you feel like it 


needs to be dealt with, contact us at 


vpsa.senate@redeemer.ca. 


Talk To Who? Talk To Us! 


The Communication 
Committee is new this year, and we 
are working hard to ensure that your 
thoughts are heard and that Student 
Senate solutions are presented 
to you. The Student Senate vision 
this year includes ideas of student 
involvement, professionalism, and 
prayer. Our committee is following 
this vision with a focus on the two- 
way dialogue between students 
and faculty. As a committee we 
work as a network hub for all other 
committees. We also make sure that 
information is spread effectively 
and completely to all students 
and faculty. One theme that we 
have discussed this year is healthy 
communication. It has occurred to 
us that one thing that the Redeemer 
community struggles with is gossip. 
We are a small school and word can 
spread quickly. We believe 


that this gossip can affect our 
community on many levels, it can 
destroy relationships, it can cause 
confusion and disorder. This does 
not only happen on a personal level 
but on a level that effects the way 
Senate works. Complaints can come 
from students out of things that 
they have heard floating around the 
school and there can be unrest and 
frustration with administration and 
Senate members because of false 
rumours that have been spread. 

So we ask you to make this a year 
of healthy communication, a year 
with no gossip, and with relevant 
truthful conversation about people 
and issues that affect you asa 
community. And remember that the 
best way to knOW the truth about 
what is happening is to get involved. 


Who Deals With YOUR Money? 


The Finance Committee of 
Student Senate is made up of the 
VP Finance, Senate and Student 
Club Representatives, a First-Year 
Senator and other students from 
the student body. The committee 
looks after the financial matters 
of the student body and of Senate. 
We do that through preparing the 
Club quarterly reports, maintaining 
an inventory, handling bursary 
requests, and creating budget 
polices. During the coming year 
we hope to complete an audit 
of Senate’s books from several 
years back. The biggest part 
of the committee is to provide 
accountability when dealing in the 
financial matters of Senate. 


-CHANDLER HORNE 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATION 


Starting Out, and Starting Up 


las OR Bia Lo? a 
KEN SEVILLE 
REDEEMER ALUMNUS 


eard of Facebook, Youtube, 
Hoitsn Have you ever 
thought about launching 


your own web startup? I highly 
recommend you do it! Why? The 
financial and opportunity costs are 
low, and the potential for gains are 
high. In fact, if you are thinking 
of doing it, there is no better time 
than when you are in school, or 
recently out. You are unlikely to be 
married, with children, carrying a 
mortgage (although those student 
loans may seem _ equivalent), 
or encumbered by much 
else...in essence...you are free! 

At this stage of your life even 
a business failure is a positive 
gain in experience. And what an 
experience founding a_ startup 
is! I can tell you from my own 
startup that I have never been 
more challenged, or learned more 
about everything from the value 
of an idea, to raising venture 
capital, than I have over the past 
year pursuing my startup goals. 

Some of the challenges you are 
sure to face are: shaping an idea 
into something workable, business 
planning, finding investors, hiring 


employees, refining your vision, 
selling your vision to others, and 
much more. All of these challenges 
are common to businesses starting 
out, but challenge takes on a new 
meaning when your product is 
made of only computer code, a 
minimum of 3-6 months out from 
being tangible, with a concept that 
will have changed several times on 
average before itis ready for market. 
And yet unequivocally recommend 
it as a starting point for your 
launch into the real world. Why? 
According to Paul Graham, an 
influential web entrepreneur and 
investor, a startupis like condensing 
ten years of regular work into every 
year of startup. That may be an 
exaggeration, but it’s also not that 
far off when I look at all I have 
done over the past year with my 
own startup. From investment 
meetings with venture capital 
firms, negotiations with the largest 
movie theatre chains in Canada, toa 
conversation withbestselling author 
Malcolm Gladwell, author of “The 
Tipping Point” and “Blink”, about 
joining our board of advisors, I can 
safely say that one year of startup 
is unlike a year anywhere else. 
Surprisingly, all you need to 
startup is the question “What if?” 
For example, Facebook started off 


Practical Advice From An Alumnus 


with a simple question “What if 
we could build a college specific 
social network?” It didn’t matter 
that there were already a dozen 
social networks ahead of them, 
they simply sensed a need and 
asked the question. First find a 
need and then ask a question on 
how to solve it. However, unlike 
Facebook, don’t expect your first 
idea to be the one that you go to 
market with. Paul Graham says, 
“The main value of an initial idea 
is that in the process of discovering 
that it is broken, you come up with 
your real idea.” This certainly has 
been the case with our startup, in 
the process of building bodbook we 
realized that the problem that we 
were solving was increasing access 
to word of mouth. We started with 
the question “What if we could 
build a social utility that would 
help students use their numbers 
to save money through group 
discounts?” In solving the question 
of “What if?” new areas opened up 
to us. Now our question is “What 
if we could make a word of mouth 
search engine?” With Wombitt 
we think we have an answer. 

The business end of a startup is 
not quite as simple, if you are going 
to startup the best thing you can 
do is shorten the learning curve. 


Usually an experienced business 
mentor is exactly what you need, 
but in the case of web startups these 
mentors are pretty thin anywhere 
other than Boston or Silicon 
Valley. The next best alternative 
is researching the net looking for 
articles, news, and blogs about 
web technology. I have personally 
found Paul Graham to be a fantastic 
resource, but there are others like 
Marc Andressen, and Guy Kawasaki 
whose distinct perspectives on 
web technology trends will help 
shorten the curve. Finally, my blog 
“bodbook.blogspot.com” will give 
you the step by step that I took 
in founding my startup. At the 
very least you will learn where to 
raise your seed capital from, and 
how to maximize those dollars 
by avoiding costly mistakes. 

You could not choose a better 
time to be a web entrepreneur, the 
market is hot, you are relatively 
free, and you have a whole lot of 
smart people surrounding you. If 
you have questions you can reach 
me through my blog, or by email 
at ken.seville@bodbook.com. Good 
luck, you are on a wonderful 
journey that I hope will end in 
financial and creative independence. 


SPORTS & ATHLETICS 


New Look Promising For Royals Hockey 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


A brand new season of Redeemer 
Royals Club Hockey has begun, 
and this year things look very 
promising! From the onset of team 
tryouts, many of the members 
of last year’s team had a hunch 
that things may turn out quite 
differently this season. The sheer 
number of those showing an 
interest to play for the Royals this 
fall proved to be an impressive 
indicator of the positive direction 
in which things are turning. Team 
coach Ron Oppertshauser saw 
well over thirty skaters come out 
and battle for a spot on Redeemer’s 
fifteen player roster. These numbers 
are particularly startling when we 
think of them in light of the fact that 
skaters must get up and hit the ice 
at 6:30am! Kudos goes out to those 
who could make it for all three of 
the tryouts. 

As the season officially began 
for the Royals on Friday September 
28, there was a sense of optimism 
flowing throughout the dressing 
room and. the stands. Supporters 
came to watch and were filled with 
the excitement of the home opener, 


the foreshadowing of a brand 
new season. This team certainly 
seemed to appear differently, even 
in the eyes of a first year (such 
as myself),.Long gone are those 
supposed days when Redeemer 


fans would be happy to see at least 


one measly goal in the back of the 
net, or when teammates would joke 
pessimistically about the prospects 


of pulling out a _ respectable 


performance. Today, the Royals 
have a promising season to look 
forward to and many talented 
players to deliver that promise. 

Led by the experience of fifth 
year student and team captain Tom 
Smith, Redeemer hopes to surprise 
some of the league’s top teams. 
They have been infused by addition 
of four sparky first year players 
(Jeremy Stevens, Brad Geerlinks, 
Greg Dykxhoorn, and Jeremy 
Parsons) as well as a new starting 
goalie (Jordan Mohle) to boost the 
strength of their contention. Last 
year’s leading scorer for the Royals, 
Chris Butt, also expands that energy 
and returns to give the team the 
scoring touch that they’re all looking 
for. Adding on to that depth, other 
returnees expected to make their 
mark this season are players such 
as Jon Tweedle, Dave Rosborough, 
Mike Harris, Brett Elmers, Shawn 
Meyering, Eli Peroff, Jay Postma, 
and Caell Huyer. Also providing 
solid net minding for Redeemer is 
veteran keeper Joe Hamilton. 

With their first game under their 
belt---an unfortunate but close 3-2 
loss to the Burlington Pirates---the 
Royals now look to their upcoming 
matches which have them faced off 
against the Ancaster Leafs (October 
6), the Dundas Stars (October 12), 
the Burlington Chiefs (October 
26) and the Hamilton Bulldogs 
(November 2). All games take place 
Friday nights at Wentworth Triple 
Rinks Arena on Wilson Street. So 
make an effort come out and show 
some Redeemer spirit to pull these 
guys to victory! 

Update: The Royals secured a 4-0 win 
over the Ancaster Leafs on October 6, 
Well done boys! 


October Varsity Game Schedule 2007 


Cross Country 


St. Clair Invitational October 13, 2007 in Windsor 
OCAA Provincial Championships hosted by St. Lawrence College (Kingston) 


Men’s Soccer 


MSOC @ Humber Tuesday October 2, 2007 4:30pm 
MSOC @ Conestoga Wednesday October 10, 2007 4:30pm 
MSOC vs. Lambton Friday October 12, 2007 5pm 
MSOC vs. St. Clair Saturday October 13, 2007 1pm 
MSOC vs. Sheridan Wednesday October 17, 2007 4:30pm 
OCAA Playoff Date Saturday October 20, 2007 
OCAA Championships @ Algonquin Friday-Saturday October 26-27, 2007 


Women’s Soccer 


WSOC @ Conestoga Tuesday October 9, 2007 4:30pm 
WSOC vs. Lambton Friday October 12, 2007 3pm 
WSOC vs. St. Clair Saturday October 13, 2007 11am 
WSOC vs. Sheridan Tuesday October 16, 2007 4:30pm 
OCAA Playoff Date Saturday October 20, 2007 
OCAA Championships @ Algonquin Friday-Saturday October 26-27, 2007 


Men’s Basketball Schedule 


MBB vs. Mohawk Tuesday October 23, 2007 8pm 
MBB @ Niagara Friday October 26, 2007 8pm 


Women’s Basketball 


WBB @ Georgian Tournament Friday-Saturday October 12-13, 2007 
WBB vs. Mohawk Tuesday October 23, 2007 6pm 
WBB @ Niagara Friday October 26, 2007 6pm---during reading break 


Men’s Volleyball 


High School Boys Volleyball Tournament Saturday October 13, 2007 
MVB vs. Niagara Wednesday October 17, 2007 8pm 
MVB vs. Durham (Ex) Monday October 22, 2007 8pm 


Women’s Volleyball 


WVB vs. Niagara Wednesday October 17, 2007 6pm 
Sheridan Paw Power Tournament Friday-Saturday October 19-20, 2007 
WVB vs. Durham (Ex) Monday Octobe 


r 22, 2007 6pm 
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ACROSS 


1. And so on 

8. Top notch 

12. Dynamic 

13, Egg 

14. Magnetic metal 

15. E-mail preposition 

17. Ambient music guru Brian 
18. Hops or tobacco kiln 

19. Wilson Pickett tune to ride to 


22. Rosa, rosa, rosam, ros- 


23. What "Holy Grail" knights say 


25. She's good for a spin 
3( 
32. Warning to José 

33. Head of Canadian gov't. 
34. On the way to worse 
35. Badger 


. High-tech med. procedure 
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36. Prom queen loser? ie 
40. Tin, periodically 
42. ___ pair 16. What a good dog does 
43. Curious cat? 20. Fabled old-tyme moralist ae 
47. From a great distance 21.___ Arbor, MI 
49. Handheld IT device 24. Pelt 
50. Nowhere to go but __ 25. Young chaps 
52. In D&D they come 20-sided 26. Shakespeare's Severn tributary 
53. Otherwise 27. Zag predecessor eo) ie 
55. Unit of pressure 28. Retreat 
56. Let it stand, on proof 29. Pierre's pal Pe] ae 
57. Give him his walking papers 30. Gold standard for future CEO's? 
31. Managed 
DOWN 37. Ran the track double-time 
38. Old mare 
1. Dutch cheese 39. Projects 
2. Ballet skirt 41. "Raspberry __" 
3. Together, pref. 43. Stride 
4, Capital of ON, Canada 44. Not busy 
5. Integer exactly divisible by 2 45. Starstruck U.S. agency 
6. Lateral ladder bar 46. Giddy'up lil' doggie, north of 60 
7. "Crucify" musician Tori __ 47. Promos 
8. Garlic mayonnaise a la provencale 48. Healthy www. puzzles./i 
9. From the mouth 51. ATM code 
10. Snoopy 54. Hit NBC doc drama 
11. Tolkien tree creature 55. Parma's dividing river 


Should. warried Redeewer couples start to have babies before or after they ve graduated 


“After, definitely! It’s easire to focus on one 
thing at a time.” 
-Brianne Fennema & Adrienne Kastelein 


“T think they should Have eight.” 


- lan MacDonald 


“I would probably wait, but everyone's 
entitled to their own choices.” - Tyler 
VanHolst 


“ I think everyone should adopt.” 
- Tim Shields 


“Not ‘till at least nine months after 


“Depends on the couple and their 
living situation,” 
- Alicia Kruisselbrink 


LEE enee eas 


marriage.” 
- Willem deRuijter 


